
A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR REGARDING RE-OPENING 
PART 4  

 

As I wrote last week, our Diocese is NOT moving to stage two of our pandemic response on July 1. 
The numbers (i.e. the Public Health Indicators) have been going in the wrong direction lately, and 
they will need to demonstrate a sustained reversal for us to move to the next stage. In case you 
have forgotten, stage two would represent a step toward full re-opening including small group 
worship and the resumption of some small group meetings. A return to "normal" church life is some 
time off. 
 

However, the Bishop is working hard to permit outdoor worship in groups of 25 even while we 
remain in stage one. As soon as proper protocols are available, he plans to grant that permission. 
That could come as early as next week. If and when that occurs, we will make a schedule of worship 
gatherings and devise some method of efficiently offering in-person worship to all who feel 
comfortable with it while not exceeding the prescribed number of persons present. Again, your 
patience and goodwill are needed in this journey. And, know that online worship will be available 
indefinitely. 
 

Your re-opening team continues to meet via zoom to brainstorm and plan. The Junior Warden, a 
member of that team, has made several adaptations to the facility to accommodate our eventual 
return. 
 

And, if I may rant for just a moment, please be careful when you must venture into public spaces. In 
particular, please wear a mask. The evidence for mask-wearing as a factor in mitigating the spread 
of the virus has increased with several new studies lately. At the zoom Bible Study yesterday, one 
participant recalled gently asking a woman at the grocery store why she was not wearing a mask. 
The woman responded that she had done her investigation, looked into things, and had learned that 
masks were not helpful. She said something about them stopping germs but not viruses. I do not 
know where she was getting her information, but I bring this up to say that if you have read any 
studies which ridicule mask-wearing or claim that mask-wearing is of no use, please keep reading. 
Those articles do not represent the majority opinion of public health experts. Studies show more 
clearly each day that when most people wear masks, the numbers of new infections start to fall. So 
let's all do our part to love our neighbors, to work for the common good, and to set a good example, 
by wearing our masks, properly distancing, and keeping those hands clean. 
 

Brad+ 


